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SEA VIEW SCARBOROUGH IS HOME TO A STUNNING PIECE OF 21ST CENTURY
ARCHITECTURE. SHARON DALE REPORTS. PICTURES BY GERARD BINKS.

OUT OF THE RUBSBLE: Frank and Amanda Robinson in their modern home in Sarborough.

FTER an exhaustive
search for the perfect
property, Frank and
Amanda Robinson
thought they'd found 1t
on aseduded hill top in

Scarborough.

But months after buying It, they
reduced the red brick 1950s house in the
Weaponess Conservation area to a plle of
rubble. “It had been empty for three years
and the idea was to renovate and extend
1t,” says Frank.

Architect Ric Blenkham, of Bramhall
Blenkham in Malton, had a far better idea
“The house was surrounded by mature
trees and felt quite hemmed @, but most
signtficantly, & completely ignored the
panoramic views of the sea to the east.

“Whast it was capable of akeratfon and

extenston, the sittng would never create a
dramatic relationship with the sea. When 1
first saw the place, it seemad obvious that
a new house shoudd be budt into the slope
and madmise the magnificent view.”

Bowlad over with his grand design, Prank,
Amanda and thelr two daughters [ily, 17,
and Allce, 12, agreed.

Our builders got the glass

down onaJ(Bwithan

inch to spare. it took six

men to lift it into place.

“Ric asked us to keep a diary of the way
we ltved and to draw up a wish list of what
we wantad from the new house and using
that he created a model. That was it We
were blown away.

“I wasn't sure about having the kitchen
on the upger]ewl but it works. He got it
Just right from the design, orfentation and
light to how we would use the space,” says
Frank, a sales director.

The end result Is ast plece of 21st
architecture that caters for the family’s
every nead.

1t 1s butlt into the slope with a steel frame
and concrete raft foundation and viewed
from the road, the two tlered house ts
dsscrete. All you can see Is part of the Welsh
slate wall that forms the rear of
the upper level.

The roughly-hewn slate ts clad
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MATERIAL BENERTTS: Top a0d botam,The lotenge shaped rea ofthe house I ad i eautl

YWieksh ate. The Kaboom light fom Pam 't Maton has “wow factr”. Mai pictre, The Ktchen
s i o cogon W, L ton, e 1505 e s ey

magnificent 215t century

onto a curved lozenge shaps that

contains a cinema room, boot

room, cloakzoom, store room,
pantry and laundry room.

The window-less Jozenge acts as & buffer
to the principal Intng spaces in front and
below &, which are butlt from block and
render with huge areas of glazing and trokn
wood cladding, These are topped with
] sbpmgc’smof and ieam?f‘edﬁns' at
alther end.

‘The two en-suite bedrooms, large ktchen

ared and office space on the
manoyaseamswp:d a:cesst%pf
14m by 3m bakoony.

The kitchen looks down anto a double
hatght dving room with st metre
wmngMTm,gda feature cancrete fthlemm
The lowes leved includes the Ivng room,
aplayroom, guest room and master
bedroom

sulte,

Ric brought natural lght into the rear of
the house with a long strip roof ight and a
portal in the ceting of the cinema room.

Planning wasn't a problem, as
Scarborough Councll embraced the idea of
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a wedl-destgned reflection of contemporary — “That held ws up for 10 weeks and even
archiecture on a road that has mdnedual +  then 1t was a nightmare to get the windows

properties from different eras.
Comstructon took a year but was
refatively stress-free thanks to a dream

team of Hextble and enthustastic clients, an ~ onaJCB with an tnch to spare. It then
architect who alm&m]m managedanda  tooksbxmen to It them Into place,” says
S Amanda

briant st of bull
*1 called Ric and the buders Mike and
Nedl from Dane Developments the Holy

"Trinity. They were Incredible and we were  and are thrilled with theér new home.

solucky to have them,” says Amanda.
The anly hiccup was when the window
manufacturer faflad to deltver on time.

We're still working on the

interiors and then there’s

the garden todo, |don't

care how long it takes.

on site. No-one was willing to drive them
down the namow, muddy slope.
“Lucksy our busiders got the glass down

‘The famlly, who were renting a house
nzarby, moved in just before Christmas

The house cost £400,000 to bulld,
axchyding the price of the plot. 1t was far
mare than a renovation and extension they
orginally intended, but worth every penny.

“It's pust an Incredible place, but ‘,mpe '
haven't got a kmitless budget and so we
have had to compromse in some areas,
Ik not having a wall of slate inside the

house,

“I fancied buying fumiture from desl
shopsandha\ulyrlﬁngnalrmdtmgl.m
but 1t could be years down the line before
we get them and It’'s not abad thing, 1t will
giveusa chance to ive hege and really plan

They have bought a wow factor Kaboom
Hight from Phum tn Malton and a Mirror
Ball lamg by Tom Dixon, but they have
also used extsting fumiture, induding
a dining table from Bo Concept and
dentng chatrs that belonged to
Amanda's father.

A tight budget resulted in some bargain
buys mchuding a former display kitchen
fmwn?l Ariington Interiors ::pme) website
www.kitchensynch.co.uk, which sells ex-
dssplay and recyded kitchens.

“We're still w on the iIntersors and
then these's the to do, but I don't
care how long it takes as long as it’s right.”
says Amanda.

As former serial movers and renovators,
they feed they have finally found
somewhere they can settle.

“Our Christmas cards ths year Included
our new address and the e The
Robinsons have moved. .. again!’ says
Frank.

“But that really &s it now. This will be our
address for a long time to come. We've got
our dream house.”

and save for what wewant,” says Frank.
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